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F R O M T H E PA S T O R
Dear People of God,
Changes and more changes. Questions and more Questions.
They seem to go hand in hand: changes and questions.
Some recent changes at St. Stephen: we voted at a
congregational meeting last month to change our Budget
or Fiscal Year to fit the program year. Our Budget will now
go from Oct. 1st to Sep. 30th and we’ll adopt a new budget
this fall—and have our annual stewardship emphasis at the
same time, making our pledges for giving to fund this budget
and support the mission and ministry it represents. Another
change: our Executive Assistant, Jenn Fosberg, has resigned
for her spiritual well being and physical health—it’s not
easy to be on staff of the church of which you are a member
and she is still recovering from injuries from a car accident.
Graciously she will stay on for the transition and training of a
new person in the office.
All these changes raise questions: How will we configure
the hours of the next Executive Assistant? Will the job
title and job description change? How will we meet the
financial obligations of supporting our current staff, mission
and ministry, or will we have to propose a budget for
2018–19 that reduces or reconfigures staffing?—as we are
just “squeaking by” financially—continually at risk. can we
support our current mission and ministry, let alone new
ventures, without more volunteers? How do we grow the
church?—grow in number of members and giving, AND
grow in grace and faith. How do we shift our focus from
anxiety about “numbers”—i.e. people and dollars—to energy
for sharing our faith stories with others and inviting people to
Christ and to church? —for that is what God calls us to give
ourselves to! That is our mission and ministry—sharing God’s
love in Christ.

(Acts 2:3), and the many changes they experienced and the
questions those changes raised: “They were all constantly
devoting themselves to prayer” and “they were all together in one
place when the Day of Pentecost came”. (1:14 & 2:1) and they
continues to pray after Pentecost, when the fire of the Spirit
had filled them: “They devoted themselves to the prayers” and
“day by day the Lord added to their numbers”. (2:42 & 47). And
the next thing you know they had a staffing problem and had
to pray about that! (6:4). So, will you devote yourself to pray
about all of these changes and all these questions? Over the
coming months there will be forums and opportunities to
share what you hear God saying to you in prayer regarding
the decisions we must make come next fall. The point is NOT
to share our opinions, hang on to our priorities or push our
agendas. The point is to seek God and God’s leading for this
church…and to be “Re-fired in the Spirit” to follow wherever
Christ leads.
Cut out the paragraph in this letter with all the questions
and start asking God for the answers. Will you? And make
“gathering” for worship a priority. And see if the Holy Spirit
doesn’t show up…to set us on fire!
With the Fire of the Spirit,

Pastor Scott Dunfee

The only way I know any of these questions really get
answered is by the Holy Spirit! It’s what our current series is
about for the Easter Season and Pentecost: “Re-fired in the
Spirit”. According to the Book of Acts, from which we are
reading during this series, the early church devoted itself to
prayer in anticipation f the “fire” of the Spirit on “Pentecost”
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SHALOM FOR CREATION
Lent Carbon Fast 2018
Reuse
When I looked over the Lent Carbon Fast
Calendar this year for ideas on how to
reduce my carbon use I decided to do the
suggestion to bring my reusable cloth bags for grocery and
general shopping--”to lose that plastic!”

Hi all, first of all I want to say “Welcome” to Wendy Collins
who is joining Brian and me leading Praise Pals (preschool
through 4th grade) and Youth Worship Team (5th grade &
up). She is moving here from California and was just starting
a children’s music ministry of her own before leaving to come
live in Oregon. Wendy is Pastor Scott’s daughter and has three
grown children, Rachel, Brooklynn and Steven. Wendy has
many years of experience leading various children’s ministries
and is excited about sharing her gifts with us! Her joining us
allows the Praise Pals to enjoy a craft and/or game and snack
upon arrival for approx. 20 minutes while the Youth Worship
Team is practicing and then we do a swap and practice with
Praise Pal’s while the older group is having their craft/snack
time. We all come together as a combined group for music
the last 10-15 minutes. Our practices will start at 4:00 instead
of 4:15 and we will end at 5:00 to allow for a little extra time
for craft or game and snack. I am thrilled with the enthusiasm
each of our participating children bring to practices and
performances! We’ve enjoyed new participants joining us
at practices and look forward to growing this ministry. My
thanks to Brian and Wendy for all their time and talents. We
are blessed!

I already wash and reuse plastic bags for grocery shopping.
Most of my bags are not the thin bags that the stores provide.
My sturdier bags have lasted for more than two years. The thin
“film” bags that stores provide are not very durable. By reusing
my own bags over and over again, and not recycling them at
the store, I did not have to use new bags each week, saving
about 150 new bags per year that were not used. Instead, I
reuse about 3-4 bags for produce and bulk foods each week.
Only when the bags become too worn do I recycle them. I
wash them in soapy water every week.
Stores are required by law to recycle your clean, film
(stretchy) plastic bags when you return them to the store’s
“film” bag recycling bins, usually located in the indoor
shopping cart area. It is better to re-cycle them than to just
throw them away where they end up in a landfill and break
down into smaller bits of plastic that never, ever decompose
into anything that the earth can use again.
While some of my sturdier plastic bags are still useful, I am
recycling the others at the store and have ordered some cloth
bags to replace them. The plastic bags that wind up in the
recycle bins are turned into products like park benches. Still
there is a limit to what they can be turned into, so countries
like China, which accept them, are reducing the amount of
plastic garbage they will allow. So reduction in the amount
of plastic that we produce is a better long term solution than
recycling.

Audrey
Director, Praise Pals’ and Youth Worship Team
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Shalom,
Barb Groelz

Silver Saints: April 21st, 11:30am @TBD
Men’s Breakfast: April 21st, 8:30am @TBD
Women’s Breakfast: April 28th, 8:30am, @ Pub 212, 20400
SE Hwy 212, in Damascus
Women of St. Stephen are collecting items
for person care kits to be shipped with
quilts at the end of April. Items needed:
toothbrushes, nail clippers, soap, combs
and bath towels. If you are unable to shop
we have a couple of excellent shoppers to
help you out.
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MARCH UPDATE FROM THE
•Began with a devotion about the people of faith being the
living stones of the church.
•Reviewed staff reports
•Pastor Scott provided some additional information about
the Synod decision to replace the historical three-day synod
meeting with many regional gatherings. This will be an
exciting opportunity for many church members to attend
the one-day reaching and renewal opportunity. All are
encouraged to attend.
•We also discussed holding a mid-week Lenten lunch potluck
and service next year. Many of our members do not drive at
night and we explored this idea as a way to increase midweek attendance.
•We discussed the April 15 RE-FIREMENT congregational
meeting. The meeting will present the option of changing
one word of chapter 6 paragraph 1 of our bylaws from May
to October so that we can hold our annual congregational
meeting in October so that it more closely aligns with the
church and school calendar.
•Potluck sign-up sheets requesting that people sign up to
bring sides, salads, and desserts to the potluck after the very
short congregational meeting on April 15. Jason Fosberg will
be bringing ham to the potluck. We also have sign-up sheets
to set up and clean up after the potluck.
•We discussed the detailed plan to set up ride sharing at St.
Stephen. Some members are already giving rides to families
and reported that it is going well. The ride sharing will be
called Spiritual Uber and is being set up. Additional details
will be shared once the plan is further along.

Inspiring Love, Community and Creativity through Music

Early March was the perfect time for learning about clouds,
wind and rain; and for doing some of our favorite Noah’s
Ark projects!

PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR
UPCOMING PERFORMANCE

Then we turned our focus to Easter– Jesus’ sacrifice &
resurrection. After Spring Break, we will discover more about
caterpillars & their transformation into beautiful butterflies.

Every Time I feel the Spirit
Moving with Power and Love

Sunday, May 20th at 7pm

We would like to extend our thanks to everyone who
purchased plants through our Annual Plant Sale Fundraiser!
We appreciate your help SO MUCH!!

All are welcome to sing with Renegade Gospel!
Please contact Dr. Kathleen Hollingsworth for more
details at 503.594.6299 or kathleen.hollingsworth@
clackamas.edu.
www.clackamas.edu/music

We have been busy registering students for the 2018-2019
school year and our classes are almost full!! There are a very
few spaces left in our T/Th “3 year old” class, so anyone
interested should contact the preschool as soon as possible.

St. Stephen Lutheran Church

Lori Funk, Director
503-656-3035
preschool.sslc@gmail.com
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The friendship phone ministry needs more
callers! This twice yearly commitment includes,
calling congregation members & attending
meetings twice a year.
If you are interested, contact the office.

May
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Return Serv ic e Req uested
Return
Service Requested

April

Aiden & Anna Corr
Linda Gowen
Patsy Lindsay
Kathie McNett
Gerald Puppe
Jane St. Jacques
Paul Walters

Alyce Waverly
Lorraine Zeller
All military personnel
& first responders &
their families, especially
those in harm’s way

If you or someone you know needs to be
put on the prayer chain, please contact:
Carolyn Hauck, 503- 656-6544
Lois Smith, 503-473-1876,
Helen Holden, 503-650-3094

Volunteers
Needed
Traditional Worship at 9am
With music Minister
Jamie Webster
Contemporary Worship at 11:15am
With music minister
Kathleen Hollingsworth

Please Contact the
office with how you
can help

AV/Sound Techs
Friendship Phone Ministry Callers
Mailing Stuffers
Social Media Tech
Grounds Keepers
SON & Warming Center Volunteers

Special Event Volunteers

